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“The stories we write are the heart of who we are as teachers and 

learners. They are important stories and it’s time to tell them.” 

Meyer



Essential Question

What do our displays 

communicate about who we 

are, what we believe in, and 

how we choose to set and 

meet literacy expectations 

with students in our care?



Questions...

▪ What do our literacy displays convey about prevailing 

literacy practices and events that teachers and students 

engage in as part of their daily routines?

▪ What events and practices are constitutive of literacy in 

this place at this particular time? 

▪ What meanings are (re)constructed by teachers, 

students, and visitors around the literacy displays they 

see?

▪ How do these understandings contrast with the views 

reflected in the state and federal focus on educational 

reform?



Theoretical Framework

“ We can only interpret the world on the basis of 

constructs we already have….” 
Mayher, p. 81

▪ Literacy as personal knowledge

▪ Sociolinguistic: Language is socially 

constructed & meaning is negotiated 

▪ Culturally & historically situated 



Photography

When photographs are shared with 

others, the original meaning undergoes 

transformations reflective of the 

personal knowledge of all those 

involved.



Conceptual Framework

▪ Living narrative

▪ Potentially recognizable as pointing to 

something beyond themselves 

▪ Events in time

▪ Aesthetic transactions

▪ Situated literacy 

▪ Storying 



Data Collection

▪ Photographs of displays

▪ Student work

▪ Teacher’s work

▪ Interviews

▪ Related documents

▪ Artifacts

▪ notes



“ The ‘story’ of the text is culturally and 

historically situated reflecting specific 

literacy practices and events and 

informing us f the types and uses of 

literacy in which people engage.”

Dr. Denny Taylor



Appearance of Themes in Displays

SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

SELF

SELF AND OTHERS 

WELCOME WINTER SEASON
SNOW

FALL SEASON
LEAVES

WORLD AROUND US

SPRING  SEASON
FLOWERS

REPRESENTATION OF CONTENT
STUDENT INVITATIONS
CONNECTING WITH LITERATURE
PLAYING WITH LANGUAGE



What does this work mean?



Why is this work important?



What does this display convey about us?



How are we connected?



“We had to explain stuff… what 

we learned….I learned that 

my tree is 59 yrs old; a tree’s 

leaves gives it water. Trees 

need sunlight so it can 

survive. Trees can live up to 

a million/billion yrs old.” 

(Cody, Dec 08)

The Leaf Project



The Gingerbread People

▪ Researcher: “ What do you think people think 

when they see your work hanging in the 

hallway?”

▪ Student: “They’re thinking ‘Wow, I wonder 

who made those?’ It’s kinda cool.”  Peter gr 1



Representations of Content



Playing with Language



Invitations







“ It’s time to tell the stories of our classrooms 
and our lives as teachers. Our stories are a 
viable and valid form of research because 
our stories teach us and teach others when 
we share them. Telling our stories is a form 
of liberation. It is one way we claim our 
classrooms as belonging to us and our 
students…. Our stories are our power. 
Telling them makes us articulate experts 
about our classrooms”. 

Richard J. Meyer (1996) p. xii


